
East Rockhill Township Board of Supervisors 

March 28, 2023 

Regular Business Meeting Minutes 
 

 

The regular business meeting of the East Rockhill Township Board of Supervisors was held at 
7:00p.m. on March 28, 2023, in the meeting room at the East Rockhill Township Municipal Office, 
1622 North Ridge Road, Perkasie, PA  18944.     
 

Present: Dave Nyman   Supervisor Chairperson  
Gary Volovnik   Supervisor Vice-Chairperson 

  Jim Nietupski   Supervisor Member 
   Marianne Morano  Township Manager 
   John Rice, Esq.   Township Solicitor 
   Steve Baluh, P.E.  Township Engineer  
   Jeff Scholl   Public Works Director  

Chief Dickinson  Pennridge Regional Police Department 
  
The meeting was called to order at 7:00p.m. by Mr. Nyman with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  
Members of the public and press were present. 
 
Announcements or Presentations: 

• Next Board of Supervisors Meeting April 18, 2023 7:00pm 

• Executive Session to take place following the meeting for potential real estate acquisition 
 
Public Comment #1: 

• Chuck Weaver, 47 Ridge Run Road, requested signs be posted in his development advising 
pedestrians to walk against traffic. 

 
Approval of Minutes and Bills Payable: 
Approval of Minutes. 
On motion by Mr. Nietupski, seconded by Mr. Volovnik, to approve the meeting minutes from 
the Board of Supervisors’ February 28, 2023 Regular Meeting and March 9, 2023 Special Meeting 
as presented.  With no additional discussion, all present voted in favor.  
 
Payment of  Unpaid Bills. 
On motion by Mr. Volovnik, seconded by Mr. Nietupski, to approve payment of the Bills List dated 
March 24, 2023, for a total amount of $252,981.94 as presented.  With no additional discussion, 
all present voted in favor.  
 
Board and Commission Reports: 
Pennridge Regional Police Department:  Chief Dickinson 
The Chief shared the February 2023 Pennridge Regional Police activity report.  The report is on 
file.   
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On motion by Mr. Volovnik, seconded by Mr. Nietupski, to accept the Pennridge Regional Police 
Department report.  With no additional discussion, all present voted in favor.   
 
Pennridge Wastewater Treatment Authority:  Dave Nyman 
The February 2023 minutes and flow reports were provided to the Board.    
On motion by Mr. Nietupski, seconded by Mr. Volovnik, to accept the Pennridge Wastewater 
Treatment Authority report.  With no additional discussion, all present voted in favor.   
 
Pennridge Area Coordinating Committee:  Dave Nyman 
The March 23, 2023 meeting notes were provided to the Board. 
On motion by Mr. Volovnik, seconded by Mr. Nietupski, to accept the Pennridge Area 
Coordinating Committee report.  With no additional discussion, all present voted in favor.   
 
Township Manager’s Report:  Marianne Morano 
Destruction of Specific Township Records.  
On motion by Mr. Volovnik, seconded by Mr. Nietupski, to adopt Resolution 2023-06 as 
presented.  With no additional discussion, all present voted in favor. 
 
Consortium to amend Act 12 of 2016 related to water and sewer.  An amended draft resolution 
was provided to the Board to join a new consortium to amend, remove or introduce laws that 
will impact a private utility company’s ability to acquire water and sewer systems; annual fee of 
$250.00; additional costs over the annual fee will be passed to consortium members.  The 
Township Solicitor will review and amend for the April 18, 2023 meeting.  
 
Public Works Maintenance Complex.   A proposal for professional services dated March 24, 2023 
from Phillips & Donovan Architects pages 1-33 with details for a basic design phase and basic 
project delivery phase with renderings and location currently approved was provided to the 
Board.   Consensus of the Board was for Mr. Volovnik to attend the two staff meetings cited in 
the proposal. 
On motion by Mr. Nietupski, seconded by Mr. Volovnik, authorizing the basic design phase 
totaling $80,925.00 for the Public Works Maintenance Complex Project as presented.  With no 
additional discussion, all present voted in favor.  
 
Electric Generation.    
On motion by Mr. Volovnik, seconded by Mr. Nietupski, to authorize electric generation with IGS 
Energy for 18 months at 0.0789 effective July 2023 with an option to extend the term and blend 
down the rate.  With no additional discussion, all present voted in favor. 
 
Three Mile Run Road Railroad Overpass.  Mr. Nyman requested an update to railway cars parked 
on the overpass.   East Penn has not responded to Mrs. Morano’s inquiry and therefore Mr. 
Nyman suggested Representative Staats and Senator Santarsiero be contacted.  
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On motion by Mr. Nietupski, seconded by Mr. Volovnik, to approve the Township Manager 
report.  With no additional discussion, all present voted in favor.   
 
Public Works Report:  Jeff Scholl 
Mr. Scholl updated the Board on Public Works activities as of March 23, 2023.  Of note, Willow 
Drive and Meadow Lane street trees have been trimmed and athletic fields will be rolled.  The 
report is on file.  
On motion by Mr. Volovnik, seconded by Mr. Nietupski, to approve the Township Public Works 
report.  With no additional discussion, all present voted in favor.   
 
Township Engineer Report:  Steve Baluh, P.E. 
Escrow Vouchers. 
On motion by Mr. Nietupski, seconded by Mr. Volovnik, to authorize release of Escrow Voucher 
number 1 in the amount of $730,071.00 for Pennridge School District Parking lot project payable 
to Pennridge School District and authorize release of Escrow Voucher number 1 in the amount of 
$92,025.00 for Pennridge School District Tennis Court project payable to Pennridge School 
District as presented.  With no additional discussion, all present voted in favor.   
 
Update on Old Bethlehem Pike Sewer Extension.  Draft reports were provided to the Board 
noting the project will consist of a gravity line in East Rockhill and low pressure grinder pump 
under Perkasie Regional Authority ownership in West Rockhill Township.  Both projects are 
similar in cost due to gravity line is deeper and goes through rock.  A total of 25 homes would be 
able to connect and estimated cost is $1,000,000.00 with the construction and EDU connection 
fee paid for by property owners.  DEP application for the sewer line must include how the project 
will be funded.  Options are a mandatory sewer connection Ordinance; connection upon property 
re-sale or township apply for grants which would reduce cost to property owners.  Board 
direction is needed to proceed to resident written notification and review by Planning agencies.  
It was noted Bucks County Department of Health does not provide failed system information.  
On motion by Mr. Nietupski, seconded by Mr. Volovnik, to authorize proceeding with property 
owner notification with grant application to assist with funding the infrastructure.  With no 
additional discussion, all present voted in favor. 
 
Conveyance Agreement with Perkasie Regional Authority.  Mr. Nyman requested an update to 
the draft Agreement.  A new draft will be presented at a future meeting. 
 
On motion by Mr. Volovnik, seconded by Mr. Nietupski, to approve the Township Engineer 
report.  With no additional discussion, all present voted in favor.   
 
Township Solicitor Report:  John Rice, Esq. 

Public Water Connection Ordinance.  A draft Ordinance for mandatory public water connection 
for properties receiving public water as part of Perkasie Regional Authority Pennvest Grant on 
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Old Bethlehem Pike was provided to the Board.  Mr. Rice recommended removing West Rockhill 
properties.   

• Mr. Nietupski stated as a result of the new fire hydrants insurance premiums should be 
reduced.  

• Lou DiTonno, 1 Boulder Drive, asked how wells are sealed and if each property owner 
needed to engage a private contractor.  Wells are filled and sealed at DEP direction.  PRA 
will be performing the complete connection as part of grant approval.  

On motion by Mr. Nietupski, seconded by Mr. Volovnik, to authorize public advertisement and 
public hearing of the draft ordinance for the April 18, 2023 meeting as presented.  With no 
additional discussion, all present voted in favor.   
 
On motion by Mr. Nietupski, seconded by Mr. Volovnik, to approve the Township Solicitor report.  
With no additional discussion, all present voted in favor.   
 
Department and Emergency Services Reports: 
On motion by Mr. Volovnik, seconded by Mr. Nietupski, to acknowledge receipt of the 
Department and Emergency Services reports.  With no additional discussion, all presented voted 
in favor.  
 
New or Other Business Supervisors’ Items:   

• Mr. Nietupski stated Republic Services increased his trash charges but within 10 minutes 
of contacting them they honored the Township’s trash district pricing.  

 
Public Comment #2:   

• Tina O’Rourke, 1819 Old Bethlehem Pike, asked if there was mandatory sewer 
connection; wanted an executive summary on West Rockhill portion of sewer connection; 
residents public comment; what kind of assessment would be imposed and what side of 
Old Bethlehem Pike the sewer line would be installed. No mandatory sewer connection is 
planned at this time; West Rockhill review is the same as East Rockhill’s; letter will allow 
public comment; price to residents is total cost divided by properties, estimated at 
$45,000.00 per EDU, which does not include private plumber to be engaged to run from 
street to dwelling; West Rockhill side will have water line and East Rockhill side sewer 
line.  

• Dave Guleke, 2015 Old Bethlehem Pike, asked if sewer would be to his property.  No. 
 
Adjournment: 
On motion by Mr. Nietupski, seconded by Mr. Volovnik, to adjourn the regular meeting into 
Executive Session.  With no additional discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 8:08p.m. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Marianne Morano 
Township Manager 


