Report
Fall / Winter 2017

2017 Fall Leaf Collection Set

S

tarting the week of October 30, our Public Works Department will begin leaf collection throughout the Township. Please be aware
this schedule is tentative; it is dependent on weather conditions and the volume of leaves we need to collect. You can check our
website and monitor our Social Media channels (Facebook and Twitter) for real-time updates.
SECTION III
November 16
Azalea Court
Blue Rock Drive
Boulder Drive
East Rockhill Road
Hill Road
Holly Drive
Muskrat Road
North Rockhill Road
Old Bethlehem Pike
Park Avenue
Pebble Court
Richhill Road
Ridge Run Road
Rocky Mount Drive
Route 313
Shale Circle
Stone Edge Road
Woodbridge Court
Woodhollow Court

SECTION I
October 30
Axe Handle Road
Clymer Road
Covered Bridge Road
Richlandtown Road
Sterner Mill Road
SECTION II
November 6
Butler Lane
Crest Drive
Dell Drive
East Rock Road
Harriet Drive
Meadow Lane
Old Bethlehem Road
Ridge Road
School House Road
Schwenkmill Road, West
(above Ridge Rd)
Three Mile Run Road
Tower Court
Tunnel Road
Valley View Lane
West Rock Road
Willow Drive

SECTION IV
November 29
Arrowwood Drive
Blooming Glen Road
Branch Road

Bridgeview Drive
Bryant Drive
Buck Drive
Campus Drive
Cedar View Drive
Creekview Road
Deer Run Road
Dublin Way
Evergreen Lane
Fifth Street
Firethorn Drive
Greenleaf Circle
Hillendale Road
Lark Lane
Owl Lane
Pine Court
Schwenkmill Road, East
Schwenkmill Road, West
(below Ridge Rd)
Seven Corner Road
Sunnyside Lane
White Road
Winterberry Drive
continued on page 3
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2017 Fall Leaf Collection Set...

continued from cover

Please follow these guidelines to ensure a
successful collection:
• Have your leaves in neat piles along road frontage by 7am
on the first day of collection for your section.Once leaves
have been picked up on your street, do not place leaves out
for a second collection; we won’t return to a street once the
leaves have been collected. Leaves can be disposed of in yard
waste containers located behind the Township office Monday
– Saturday 6am – 9pm and Sunday 6am -1pm. No bags are
allowed.
• Do not include rocks, sticks, trash, grass, or other material
with your leaves. This does damage to the collection machine,
causing downtime and expenses for repairs.
• Township employees and/or equipment are not permitted to
enter private property to remove leaves; only leaves on road
frontage can be removed.
• Collection of leaves is weather dependent; updates to the
schedule will be posted on the Township website.
Please call if you have any questions.

A

Take Steps Now to Stay Connected During a Disaster

s you know, disasters don’t usually strike at convenient times. That means that as you and your family members go their separate
ways each day, you have to have a plan — a plan to communicate and eventually reunite.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency stressed this need throughout September, which was National Preparedness Month.
The 2017 theme is: “Disasters Don’t Plan Ahead. You Can.”
FEMA is urging everyone to take action now by planning how to stay safe and in touch during the natural and man-made disasters
that could affect our township.
To help jump-start your preparations and plans, here are a number of helpful tips from FEMA.

Stay ‘alert’

Technology has made communication lightning fast, but even a good old-fashioned radio comes in handy during an emergency.
To guarantee you know exactly what’s happening around you, take the following steps:
• Confirm that your mobile device can receive Wireless
Emergency Alerts, which are messages sent by
authorized government authorities through your
mobile carrier. These warnings can be sent to your
mobile device when you may be in harm’s way and
don’t require you to download an app or subscribe
to a service.
• Sign up for text and/or email alerts where you live,
work, and send children to school and from local
first responders, such as police departments, fire
companies, and emergency management agencies
(EMA).
• Consider purchasing a NOAA weather radio (all hazards),
which is a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting
continuous weather information from the nearest National
Weather Service office. With one of these radios, you’ll be

able to receive official warnings, watches, forecasts,
and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.
• If you do not have a landline, check to see if your
county has options for VoIP and mobile phones to
be connected to an Electronic Tracking Network
(ETN), such as Reverse 911. This will help emergency
responders pin down your location if you drop or need
to leave your mobile phone behind in an emergency.
• Sign up to receive alerts for workplaces, schools, churches,
and other community organizations you’ll want to hear
from in an emergency.
• Download relevant hazard alerts and warnings apps.
• Create a list of all the alert systems available to you and make
sure everyone in the household receives the alerts as part of
your household communication system.
continued on page 4
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Take Steps Now to Stay Connected During a Disaster...

continued from page 3

Tips for keeping in touch

Your family may not be together when disaster strikes so you’ll need to think about how you will communicate in different
situations. Taking the following precautions will give you a good start:
• Complete a contact card, including daytime addresses and • Be sure every family member knows the phone number of
phone numbers, for each adult family member. Have them
your out-of-state emergency contact and has a cell phone or
keep these cards handy in a wallet, purse, or briefcase, etc.
a prepaid phone card to call them. If you have a cell phone,
Additionally, complete contact cards for each child in your
program that person(s) as your “in case of emergency” (ICE)
family. Put the cards in their backpacks or book bags.
contact. If you are in an accident, emergency personnel will
often check your ICE listings to reach someone you know. Be
• Check with your children’s daycare or school, which should
sure to tell your family and friends that you’ve listed them as
include identification planning as part of its emergency plans.
an emergency contact.
• Identify an out-of-state contact, such as a friend or relative,
whom household members should contact to notify they are • Teach family members how to use text messaging, which can
often get around network disruptions that may otherwise
safe. In certain instances, it may be easier to make a longinterrupt phone service.
distance phone call than a call across town. Therefore, an
out-of-town contact may be in a better position to facilitate
communication among separated family members.

Want more information?

While this information is a good starting point for your family’s emergency preparation and planning, it’s just the tip of the
iceberg. Much more preparedness information is available at www.readypa.org.

Spotted Lanternfly Update
The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture recently included the township in a quarantine area for the
Spotted Lanternfly, an invasive insect that can do significant damage to a wide variety of trees.
The Spotted Lanternfly is native to China, India and Vietnam, and has been introduced in South Korea
and Japan. In Korea, where it was first detected in 2004, the Spotted Lanternfly is known utilize more
than 70 species, 25 of which also occur in Pennsylvania, including cultivated grapes, fruit trees, and
hardwood species.
In the U.S., the Spotted Lanternfly has the potential to greatly impact the viticulture (grape), tree fruit, plant nursery
and timber industries. This pest poses a significant threat to the state’s more than $20.5 million grape, nearly $134 million apple, and
more than $24 million stone fruit industries, as well as the hardwood industry in Pennsylvania which accounts for $12 billion in sales.
Early detection is vital to the effective control of this pest and the protection of PA agriculture and natural resources-related
businesses.
Industries and regulated articles under the quarantine that are not to be removed/moved to a new area are:
• Any living stage of the Spotted Lanternfly, Lycorma delicatula.
• Nursery stock
This includes egg masses, nymphs, and adults
• Crated materials
• Brush, debris, bark, or yard waste
• Outdoor household articles including recreational vehicles,
• Landscaping, remodeling or construction waste
lawn tractors and mowers, mower decks, grills, grill and
furniture covers, tarps, mobile homes, tile, stone, deck boards,
• Logs, stumps, or any tree parts
mobile fire pits, any associated equipment and trucks or
• Firewood of any species
vehicles not stored indoors.
• Grapevines for decorative purposes or as nursery stock

VOLUNTEER
Join our community of
volunteers working together to
help others locally and globally!
783 Route 113 • Souderton, PA

careandshareshoppes.org

Contact Suzanne at 215-723-0315 x113
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IT’S EASY BEING GREEN
Leave Some Dead Flowers And Stalks Standing In The Garden

Cutting back withered flowers and dead stalks is often part of the late-summer routine in the garden, helping to maintain a tidy
appearance. But as you perform your clean up this year, consider leaving some dead flowers and stalks standing in the garden. They
provide essential habitat and food for bugs and birds.
Native bees, butterflies, ladybugs and other valuable insects may shelter through the winter in the dried stalks, leaf litter, or
under the bark of trees. Many native birds also rely on seedheads as a food source. Cleaning up too thoroughly in your garden
can deprive these important members of our native ecosystems of winter sustenance.
The National Audubon Society provides the following advice:
	
plants after they bloom, as those seedheads can be an important
• Don’t rake. Let fallen leaves and woody debris serve as a natural
mulch; this will reduce unwanted weed growth, keep
source of food during the fall and winter. Leave the seeds.
your plants’ roots cool and moist and provide areas for
• In forested areas, leave dead trees and branches. Standing
birds to forage for ground-dwelling insects.
trees may provide homes for woodpeckers, chickadees, and
• Enhance your garden area with brush piles that
other cavity-nesting species, while fallen trunks and branches
provide shelter for birds and other wildlife.
support the entire forest food web.
• Don’t “dead-head” all of your flowering
Source: afewsteps.org

Reduce Your Exposure to Blue Light at Night

At night, light throws your body’s biological clock – its circadian rhythm – out of whack. Sleep suffers. Worse, research shows that it
may contribute to cancer, diabetes, heart disease and obesity.
But not all colors of light have the same effect. Blue wavelengths, which are beneficial during daylight hours because they boost
attention, reaction times and mood, seem to be the most disruptive at night. And the proliferation of electronics with screens, as well as
energy-efficient lighting, is increasing our exposure to blue wavelengths, especially after sundown.
Here are some things you can do to reduce blue light at night:
• Use dim red lights for night lights. Red light has
glasses or installing an app that filters the blue/green
the least power to shift circadian rhythm and
wavelength at night.
suppress melatonin.
• Expose yourself to lots of bright light during the day,
which will boost your ability to sleep at night, as well
• Avoid looking at bright screens beginning two to
three hours before bed.
as your mood and alertness during daylight.
• If you work a night shift or use a lot of electronic
Source: green.harvard.edu
devices at night, consider wearing blue-blocking

Addressing Stormwater This Fall
Though it is easy to get distracted by the beautiful fall foliage and the excitement of a new school year, it is important to learn,
implement, and share tips and tricks to mitigate stormwater. Here are a few practices you can use to prevent stormwater from negatively
impacting your house and yard:
• Fall is the perfect time for planting trees and shrubs. Be sure to plant species native to Pennsylvania!
• It is also an excellent time to prune trees, shrubs, and other perennials. Pruning allows your plants to get a head
start on their spring growth and helps them to utilize more stormwater.
• As leaves fall and our plants enter their fall and winter dormancy, continue to check your property for soil
erosion caused by stormwater.
• For many of us, fall means gutter-cleaning season. After clearing your gutters, install a rain barrel at the end of
your downspout. Use the free water to wash your car or water your gardens.
• Help protect the stormwater that is not funneled into your rain barrel by clearing leaves and debris that collects around
nearby stormwater drains, which flow directly into local streams. Remember: only water should enter storm drains.

Hunsberger Electric
Serving Perkasie & Surrounding Communities since 1932

		

Great people!

Plug into our
experience

Open Monday 7-2
Tuesday - Sunday 7-8

215-257-4592

1710 N. Ridge Road
Perkasie, PA 18944

Data, Phone, Motion Lights & Generators
249 W. Market St.
Perkasie, PA 18944

Great food!
Great prices!

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING & MAINTENANCE
INDUSTRIAL – RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL

Installation of Security Camera

The Place to Fill-up!

www.hunsbergerelectric.com
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Supervisors Notebook
A roundup of news and notes from around the township
MEETING DATE CHANGE
The Board of Supervisors will meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month starting at 7 p.m. on the Township Building. All meetings
(except duly noted Executive Sessions) are open to the public.
WATER QUALITY UPDATE
The state Department of Environmental Protection is investigating the Ridge Run PFC site, which is loosely bounded by East
Rockhill Road, North Rockhill Road, Bethlehem Pike, and North Ridge Road, and includes portions of East Rockhill Township,
West Rockhill Township, and Perkasie Borough.
After one public supply well was found to contain combined concentrations of PFOA and PFOS that exceeded the 70ppt HA,
and another public supply well was found to contain combined concentrations slightly below the HA, DEP immediately took steps
to begin a thorough investigation of the surrounding area.
To stay up to date on developments, visit www.dep.pa.gov and search for “Ridge Run PFC Site.”
STAYING IN TOUCH
It has never been easier for you to stay up-to-date on all the important things going on around the township:
• Social Media: the townships Facebook page and Twitter
account are regularly updated with pertinent information.
• Real-time Notifications: visit our website and sign up to receive
real-time email announcements.
• E-newsletter: visit our website and sign up to receive E-news,
NEW SNOW EMERGENCY ROUTE
We have added several streets to our Snow Emergency
Route: Greenleaf Circle, Bryant Drive, Sunnyside Lane to roads
already on snow emergency route Buck Drive,
Campus Drive, Deer Run Road, Fifth Street
(Perkasie Borough line to Schwenkmill Road)
and Pine Court. Snow emergency situations
are announced through our Social Media
channels (Facebook and Twitter) and are
included in real-time notification as posted to
our homepage. During a snow emergency cars
cannot be parked in the street along the Snow
Emergency Route for efficient snow removal.

our monthly e-newsletter.
• Print Newsletter: this publication as sent via mail twice a year.
• Agendas/Minutes: you can have these documents delivered to
your inbox by sending an email to staff@eastrockhilltownship.
org and place meeting updates in the subject line.
ROAD IMPROVEMENTS
Our Road Crew has been busy over the summer and early fall
completing improvements to several roads.
Newly paved roads include Three Mile Run Road from
Schwenkmill Road to Route 313; Tunnel Road; Dell Drive; and
Hill Road from Three Mile Run Road to Stone Edge Road.
Oil and chip road applications were completed on East Rock
Road, Richlandtown Road; and Covered Bridge Road.
Stormwater improvements were completed on Clymer
Road thanks to a low volume grant from the Bucks County
Conservation District.

READY FOR SNOW
We recently added a 10-ton dump truck to replace a 1999 truck used for plowing snow.
AROUND OUR PARK SYSTEMS
Playground Set: Be on the lookout for new equipment being installed at the Pines at Pennridge playground.
Driving Range: We recently replaced the net to contain those long drives!
Markey Park: An old, dilapidated barn has been removed from the annex for future park use.
Community Service: thanks to Nick Polichetti for adding two picnic tables next to the skate park
as part of his Eagle Scout project.
Land Preservation: the Board of Supervisors continued its commitment to preserving open space
by purchasing two parcels adjacent to Tohickon Creek. One is 98 acres along Richlandtown Road;
the other is 36 acres along Axe Handle Road contiguous with the 98 acre easement. These two
environmentally-sensitive pieces of land were acquired using Open Space funds raised by the Earned
Income Tax.
ATTENTION GOLFERS!
The Driving Range at Markey Park will remain open until mid-November, weather permitting. Until then, the
range is open daily from dawn until dusk.
Tokens are available at the range from a dispenser for $5 each. Tokens can also be purchased Monday through
Friday between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. at the Township Office. You can buy them there for $5 each or seven (7) for $33.
Senior citizens can purchase tokens for $4.50 apiece. One token gives a bucket of 55 balls.
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Supervisors Notebook
REPORT WATERSHED POLLUTION WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE
You now have the power to make a positive change right outside your door!
The Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy has taken a giant leap forward in the fight against stream pollution!
Starting today, you now have the ability to immediately combat trash in a watershed through Trash Spot!, a new
smartphone app designed to give you the power to report trash sites and pollution within the 362 square miles of the
Perkiomen Watershed. Simply type www.perkiomenwatershed.org/trashspot into your smartphone’s browser, then
follow the prompts to report the trash.
Trash Spot is designed to use your phone’s geo-location software to accurately report your position to the
Conservancy. The information you provide is compiled into the database and used to develop a Stream Clean-Up
project site plan.
HELP WITH HOUSE MAINTENANCE
Habitat for Humanity Bucks County has a program that can help families struggling to maintain the exterior of their houses
due to disability or family circumstances.
“A Brush with Kindness” helps revitalize the appearance of neighborhoods and preserves affordable housing stock by
completing projects such as:
• Grading/landscaping to improve drainage, accessibility, and/or aesthetics;
• Exterior repairs to roofs, doors, windows, and porches.
• Painting and/or siding repair.
• Installation of handicap-accessible ramps and railings.
For more details, visit the Habitat website (habitatbucks.org) and click on “Home Repair.”
DRUG AND ALCOHOL RESOURCES
Do you know someone who is suffering from issues with drugs or alcohol abuse? Are you wondering how to get help? The
Bucks County Drug & Alcohol Commission has compiled a comprehensive list of resources you can turn to for help. The first
step in accessing treatment is for the individual to get a professional assessment to determine the extent of the problem and the
type of treatment and recovery plan needed.
Please visit buckscounty.org or call 215-773-9313 for more details.
NO OPEN BURNING ALLOWED IN THE TOWNSHIP

PENNRIDGE AIRPORT BUSINESS PARK UPDATE

The Township’s Code Enforcement Department and Pennridge
Regional Police would like to
remind residents that the burning
of trash and recyclable materials –
including leaf and tree waste – is
prohibited by Township Ordinance
in compliance with Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental
Protection regulations.

The Board of Supervisors has approved the airport’s
application to construct new hangars. The approval was
granted along with several conditions, which the airport has
appealed. That process is ongoing.
Meanwhile, final plans for stormwater control from the
proposed business park in Perkasie Borough have received
final land development approval.

The Supervisors

D. Nyman

G. Volovnik

J. Nietupski
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Sellersville Fire Co. Bingo, Every Thursday at 6 pm

November 2017
1-3
Fall Leaf Collection – Section I
1
Bucks Cty Covered Bridge Society mtg, 7pm
2	Get Fit with a Doc at James Memorial Park,
West Rockhill Twp, 5:30pm
2	ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7pm as needed
6-15
Fall Leaf Collection – Section II
7
Election Day
9	ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7 pm as
needed
10	Veterans Day Observed, Twp Offices Closed
11
Veterans Day
11	Perkiomen Watershed Convservancy Plant-AThon, 10am
13	West Rockhill Historical Society mtg, “Civil War
Holiday Tradition” by Herb Kauffman, 7pm
14
ERT Park & Rec mtg, 7pm as needed
16	Pennridge Regional Police Commission mtg,
7pm
16-28 Fall Leaf Collection – Section III
17	Pennridge Community Center Harvest Dinner
Dance with The Good Times Orchestra, 7pm
19	Perkasie Fire Dept. “All you Can Eat” Breakfast,
7:30am-12:30pm
23
Thanksgiving Day, Township Office Closed
23
Pennridge HS Home Football Game, 10am
24
Thanksgiving Holiday, Township Office Closed
28	ERT Board of Supervisors mtg, 7pm
29-30 Fall Leaf Collection – Section III

December 2017
2	Perkasie Borough Christmas Tree
Lighting, 5pm
6	
Bucks County Covered Bridge
Society mtg, 7pm
7	Pearl Harbor Remembrance; ERT Planning
Commission mtg, 7 pm as needed
11	West Rockhill Historical Society Christmas
Party, 7pm
14	ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7 pm as
needed
17	Perkasie Fire Dept. “All-You-Can-Eat” Breakfast,
7:30am-12:30pm
22
Christmas Eve, Township closes at noon

25 Christmas Day, Township Office Closed
26 ERT Board of Supervisors mtg, 7pm
27	Pennridge Regional Police Commission mtg, 7pm
31 New Year’s Eve
31	Pennridge Community Center New Year’s Eve
Party with The Gary Dee Orchestra, 7pm

January 2018
1	New Year’s Day, Township
Office Closed
2
Supervisor Reorganization mtg
3	Elected Auditor Meeting, 4pm; Bucks County
Covered Bridge Society, 7pm
4
ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7pm as needed
8
West Rockhill Historical Society mtg, 7pm
11 ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7pm as needed
15 Martin Luther King Day
18 	Administration and Finance for Pennridge Water
Treatment Authority mtg, 7:30pm
21	Perkasie Fire Dept. “All-You-Can-Eat” Breakfast,
7:30am-12:30pm
22	Pennridge Water Treatment Authority mtg, 7:30pm
23 ERT Board of Supervisors mtg, 7pm
24	Pennridge Regional Police Commission mtg, 7pm
25	Pennridge Area Coordinating Committee mtg, 7pm

February 2018
1	ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7pm
as needed
2
Groundhog Day
7	Bucks County Covered Bridge Society mtg, 7pm
8
ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7 pm as needed
12 West Rockhill Historical Society mtg, 7pm
13 ERT Park & Recreation mtg, 7pm as needed
14
Valentine’s Day
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
West End Fire Co. Bingo, Every Wednesday at 6:45 pm
16	Pennridge Community Center Dinner Dance, 6pm
18	Perkasie Fire Dept. “All-You-Can-Eat” Breakfast,
7:30am-12:30pm
19 Presidents Day, Township Office Closed
22	Pennridge Area Coordinating Committee mtg, 7pm
22	Admin & Finance for Pennridge Water Treatment
Authority meeting, 7:30pm
26	Pennridge Water Treatment Authority mtg, 7:30pm
27 ERT Board of Supervisors mtg, 7pm
28	Pennridge Regional Police Commission mtg, 7pm

March 2018
1	ERT Planning Commission mtg,
7 pm as needed
7	Bucks County Covered Bridge Society
mtg, 7pm
8
ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7 pm as needed
11 	Daylight Saving Time begins (turn clocks ahead
one hour)
12 West Rockhill Historical Society mtg, 7pm
17 St. Patrick’s Day
18	Perkasie Fire Dept. “All-You-Can-Eat” Breakfast,
7:30am-12:30pm
22	Admin & Finance for Pennridge Water Treatment
Authority mtg, 7:30pm
25 Haycock Fire Co. Breakfast, 8am
26	Pennridge Water Treatment Authority mtg, 7:30pm
27 ERT Board of Supervisors meeting, 7pm
28	Pennridge Regional Police Commission mtg, 7pm
29	Pennridge Area Coordinating Committee mtg, 7pm
30 Good Friday, Twp Office Closed

Refinancing? Buying a Home?
Let Us Show You Why...
Our Customer Service Is Second To None!
Call Us Today - We Will Treat You Right!

215-257-8569

600 Chestnut Street • Perkasie, PA 18944

April 2018
1
Easter Sunday
4	Bucks County Covered Bridge Society
mtg, 7pm
5	ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7pm as
needed
9
West Rockhill Historical Society mtg, 7pm
12 ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7 pm as needed
15	Perkasie Fire Dept. “All-You-Can-Eat” Breakfast,
7:30am-12:30pm
19	Admin & Finance for Pennridge Water Treatment
Authority mtg, 7:30pm
22 Earth Day
23	Pennridge Water Treatment Authority mtg, 7:30pm
24 ERT Board of Supervisors mtg, 7pm
25	Pennridge Regional Police Commission mtg, 7pm
26	Pennridge Area Coordinating Committee mtg, 7pm

May 2018
2	Bucks County Covered Bridge Society mtg, 7pm
3	ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7pm as needed
8
ERT Park & Recreation mtg, 7pm as needed
10 ERT Planning Commission mtg, 7pm as needed
13 Mother’s Day
14 West Rockhill Historical Society mtg, 7pm
20	Perkasie Fire Dept. “All-You-Can-Eat” Breakfast,
7:30am-12:30pm
22 ERT Board of Supervisors mtg, 7pm
23	Pennridge Regional Police Commission myg, 7pm
24	Pennridge Area Coordinating Committee mtg, 7pm
24	Admin & Finance for Pennridge Water Treatment
Authority mtg, 7:30pm
28	Pennridge Water Treatment Authority mtg, 7:30pm
28 Memorial Day, Township Office Closed
609 West Market Street
Perkasie, PA 18944
215.257.3400
215.257.3115 Fax
candccafe@verizon.net
Catering Available
Hours: Tuesday-Sunday:

10%

7:00 am to 3:00 pm

OFF

Parking In Rear

with this ad
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Messages From PPL
Don’t fall for scammers

Phone callers who impersonate PPL Electric
Utilities give themselves away by doing two things the
utility doesn’t.
They claim they’ll cut off power immediately if they
don’t get paid, and they pressure you to pay them by
buying prepaid cards. (In real life, PPL gives plenty of notice
when there’s a possible risk of shutoff, and they don’t pressure
anyone to use specific payment methods.)
You can always check your account status by logging on at
pplelectric.com or calling PPL at 1-800-DIAL-PPL. If you get a
suspicious or threatening call that claims to come from another
company such as a utility or bank do the same thing: Hang up
and contact the company directly using a trusted method, like the
phone number on your monthly statement.
At PPL, service termination always is a last resort. When it does
occur, it is preceded by a formal notification process that involves a
letter and phone call as well as a posting at the address in question.
PPL Electric Utilities attempts to work with all customers to help
ensure uninterrupted service.

Infrastructure Update

Township residents might see workers installing
equipment on some utility poles and streetlights this
fall. It is part of a state-approved project to install new
meters for all 1.4 million of customers of PP&L, which
began last year and will continue through 2019.
The new meters will enable new energy-saving
technologies and will give customers improved access to data that
will help manage energy use. The meters will help the company
more quickly detect outages to improve reliability and will help
detect energy theft and fraud to reduce costs.
Before installing the new meters, however, the company must
put supporting equipment in place. PP&L has hired Riggs Distler,
to install routers on some utility poles and streetlights in our area.
The new meters, when installed, will send secure, encrypted data
to these routers.
You might see Riggs Distler crews out doing the work in your
neighborhood, and you might notice the devices once they are
attached. Neither the installation nor the operation of these routers
should have any impact on customers.
Contact PP&L if you have questions or need more information.

FROM THE CODE ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENT
Have a concern? Please report through our website Report a Concern or call the Township office.

Did you know…

• Three out of five home fire deaths result from fires in properties without working smoke alarms
• More than one-third (37 percent) of home fire deaths result from fires in which no smoke alarms are present.
• The risk of dying in a home fire is cut in half in homes with working smoke alarms.
Fall is a perfect time to make sure your smoke detectors are in good working condition. Taking a few minutes now can mean the
difference between life and death.

FROM THE PENNRIDGE REGIONAL POLICE DEPARTMENT
Blood Drive, Drug Take Back Day are Successful

Thank you to everyone who participated in our second
annual Blood Drive in July. A total of 26 people made
donations. Since each donation helps up to three people,
an estimated 78 lives were positively impacted by the
community’s generosity.
Meanwhile, along with other agencies throughout Bucks
County, the Pennridge Regional Police Department participated
in “Prescription Drug Takeback Day” in April. We are pleased to
report that throughout Bucks County a total of 3,871 pounds of
prescription drugs were collected. Add that to more than 6,000
pounds collected from standing boxes during the month and it
means nearly two tons of prescriptions drugs were safely disposed
of in April. Great job to all involved!
If you missed “Prescription Drug Takeback Day,” don’t worry.
We have a Med Return drop box, which is located in the waiting
room of the PRPD building at 200 Ridge Road. Citizens can drop
unwanted medication into the box anonymously with no questions
asked. The box is routinely emptied and medications promptly
turned over to the District Attorney’s office for proper disposal.

Permits Needed:
A permit issued by PRPD is required for anyone who goes
door-to-door in the township soliciting business. Be sure to
ask for proper identification before engaging with anyone
who comes to your door. If you have any questions, call us
immediately.
ATV’s and Snowmobiles
Yes, it is tempting to ride on the snow covered road when no
one is around. The Pa Vehicle Code states that it is unlawful to
operate a snowmobile or an ATV on any street or highway that
is not designated and posted as a snowmobile or an ATV road by the
governmental agency having jurisdiction (75 Pa. C.S.A. Section 7721 a).
There are some restrictions on how you can cross a roadway
when going from one field to another field. The main concern is
safety such as yielding the right-of-way and bringing the machine
to a full stop. Please do not trespass on someone else’s property
with your machine.
Also make sure your ATV/Snowmobile is properly registered.
There are restrictions and exemptions to this.
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DO NOT CONNECT YOUR SUMP PUMP TO THE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM
In addition to the fact that connecting sump pumps to the sanitary sewer system is illegal, it also causes big environmental problems.
Sump pumps are designed to pump groundwater and rainwater. Sanitary sewer pipes are designed to carry sewage.
Typically, sanitary sewer pipes that are buried under the street are 8 inches in diameter. Often, the pipe slope is not very steep. As you
can imagine, there is only so much sewage that can flow under these circumstances – about 300 gallons per minute. If more sewage
than that tries to get through the pipe, it will start filling the lateral pipes that are connected to houses. It could even push back into your
basement! A sump pump connected to the sanitary sewer could add about 60 gallons per minute to the system. That means if only five
sump pumps are connected to the sewer, it will reach capacity very quickly. It can easily overwhelm the system and sewage will back up.
For these reasons, it is critical that your sump pump discharges into the yard or storm sewer, not to the sanitary sewer.
Remember, it is illegal and can cause serious problems. For more information, visit www.pwea.org.

From the Desk of Kathleen Percetti, Tax Collector
All 2017 real estate taxes have been mailed out to all property owners. Please note that cash will no longer
be accepted. If you do not wish to pay by check, you can pay by money order or credit card using www.
officialpayments.com. The jurisdiction number is 4843. There is usually a 3% fee that official payments includes.

Kathleen Percetti
Tax Collector

Please contact me if you have not received your bills and I would be happy to email you or send you a copy
in the mail. The county and township real estate taxes were mailed on March 1 and are now due in penalty until
the end of this year. The school real estate taxes were mailed on July 1 and are due in face until October 31.
After October 31, the school taxes will be due in penalty until the end of the year. Final notices will be mailed
out by November 15.

If you elected to pay the school real estate taxes by installment, the remaining two installment coupons were
mailed in mid September. The second installment is due on October 31 and the final installment is due December 15. Please note that
if you elect to opt in to pay by installments, you cannot opt out after the first payment is made.
If the property you own is your primary residence, you may be eligible to receive a reduction in your school tax bill as part of the
Pennsylvania Taxpayer Relief Act. Under a homestead or farmstead property tax exclusion, the assessed value of each homestead or
farmstead is reduced by the same amount before the property tax is computed. This year’s exclusion amount was $201.26. If you do
not see this reduction on your school bill and you believe you are eligible, please contact me.
The Pennsylvania Property Tax/Rent Rebate program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians age 65 and older; widows and widowers age
50 and older; and people with disabilities age 18 and older. The Property Tax/Rent Rebate is based on the property taxes or rents you
paid during the previous calendar year. Property owner’s eligible income including the income that your spouse earned while residing
with you is $35,000 or less. For renters that threshold is $15,000 or less. Applicants can exclude 1/2 of their Social Security income. The
rebates range from $250-$650 for homeowners and $500-$600 for renters. More information can be found at www.revenue.pa.gov or
you can contact me and I can send you the information.
If you would like to verify that your tax payments were received or have any other concerns, please contact me at 215-453-8866 or
by email at eastrockhilltax@comcast.net. I would be happy to assist you with any questions that you have.

Wholesale - Retail

PICK-UP
OR
DELIVERY

DOUBLE GROUND HARDWOOD MULCH
WOOD CHIPS
RED/BLACK/BROWN MULCH
MUSHROOM SOIL • TOPSOIL
TRIPLE GROUND HARDWOOD MULCH

215-257-9040
1828 Old Bethlehem Pike • Sellersville

Animal Lodge
Boarding and Grooming
20%

Hours by
Appointment

Warm Hearts for
Cold Noses

35 Middle Road • Dublin, PA

www.animallodgebucks.com 215.249.1801

OFF

Boarding or
Grooming

12
What you should know about

SMOKE ALARMS

Smoke Alarms Save Lives
he most important things you need to know are smoke alarms save lives and they should be in every home. Follow
these important smoke alarm safety measures.

T

• Make sure your smoke alarms are working. This means
testing smoke alarms monthly, replacing
batteries once a year or when lowbattery alarm chirps and performing
other maintenance as NFPA and
your smoke alarm manufacturers
recommend.
And of course, a
smoke alarm disabled because
of nuisance alarms provide no
protection at all.

The best evidence has always indicated that either type of
smoke alarm will provide sufficient time for escape for most
people for most fires of either smoldering or flaming type.
However, research is ongoing, and standards are living documents.
If at any time, research points to a different conclusion, then that
will lead to proposals for changes in the NFPA standard or the
closely related Underwriters Laboratories standard for testing and
approving smoke alarms. Both organizations currently have task
groups looking at smoke alarm performance in the current home
environment.

• It is important to have not just
one smoke alarm but smoke alarms in
		
every location required by NFPA standards.
	(On each level of your home, outside each sleeping area and
inside each bedroom.) Tens of millions of U.S. homes are
estimated to have smoke alarms but not enough smoke alarms
to meet the standards and protect their homes.

For Best Protection Use Both Types of Smoke Alarm Technologies

• Interconnect your smoke alarms so that a fire detected
by any smoke alarm will sound an alarm at every location
where a smoke alarm is installed. Interconnection can be
done using hard-wiring or wireless broadcast technology.
Interconnected smoke alarms provide early warning of fires
that are still far away or are located on the other side of a door
or wall that may block sound.

Ionization type smoke alarms are more susceptible to nuisance
alarms due to cooking, the leading cause of nuisance alarms, but
have susceptibility to nuisance alarms from the steam from a hot
shower.

• Develop and practice an escape plan so that everyone in the
home knows what to do if the alarm sounds. That includes
planning a second way out from every room in your home.
Every household that develops and practices an escape plan
with two ways out form every location improves its time to
escape in every fire.
There are Different Types of Smoke Alarm Technologies –
Ionization and Photoelectric
The two most commonly recognized smoke detection
technologies are inonization smoke detection and photoelectric
smoke detection. Ionization smoke detection is general more
responsive to fires and photoelectric smoke detection is
generally more responsive to fires that begin with a long period
of smoldering (called “smoldering fires”). For each type of smoke
alarm, the advantage it provides may be critical to life safety in
some fire situations.
Home fatal fires, day or night, include a large number of
smoldering fires and a large number of flaming fires. You can
not predict the type of fire you may have in your home when it
will occur. Any smoke alarm technology, to be acceptable, must
perform acceptably for both types of fires in order to provide early
warning of fire at all times of the day or night and whether you are
asleep or awake.
www.nfpa.org/education

For best protection both (ionization and photoelectric)
technologies are to be in homes. In addition to individual
ionization and photoelectric alarms, combination alarms that
include both technologies in a single device are available.
Nuisance Alarms Can Be Minimized

In the past decade or so, a number of steps have been taken to
reduce the likelihood of nuisance alarms, including hush features
and refinements to installation rules that include distances from
nuisance sources.
TV Demonstrations of Smoke Alarm Performances Can Be
Misleading
Informal demonstrations, such as ones done for TV news
shows, of smoke alarm performance can seriously mislead the
viewer and do not provide a sound basis to assess performance.
These demonstration tests are not performed in a controlled or
scientific way that compares the time of smoke alarm operation
to the time when occupants would be incapacitated. The selected
fire scenarios may not be representative of real fatal home fires.
Passing or failing a “test” of this sort may have nothing to do with
performing well or badly in the wide range of real fires. A valid
engineering analysis must select fires that are realistic and analyze
them accordingly.
In an informal demonstration, the eye reacts to conditions that
look dangerous, mostly visible smoke and visible flame. However,
most people are killed by invisible gases, which do not necessarily
spread at the same rate as smoke or flame. A valid engineering
analysis must measure conditions caused by fires and assess them
according to their real danger.
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Thinking About a Generator?

S

uper-storm Sandy’s destructive path caused many residents to
think about installing a portable generator in case electricity
service is interrupted.
You are reminded that an electrical permit is necessary before
a generator can be installed.
While generators come in handy when severe storms knock
out power, they need to be operated safely. You can’t see or smell
the deadly carbon monoxide produced by a generator and it can
kill quickly.
According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission, one
generator can produce as much carbon monoxide as hundreds
of cars.
Here are some tips for using a portable generator:
		 • Do not use indoors, or in a garage, basement, or shed.
		 • U
 se generators outside, away from windows, doors, and vents or any other opening in the house.
		 • Make sure you have a working carbon monoxide alarm.

Be Prepared for An Emergency

T

he likelihood that you and your family will survive a house fire depends on having a working smoke detector and an exit strategy.
The same is true for surviving other emergencies. Plan on having the tools and plans in place if disaster should strike.

Get a Kit of Emergency Supplies:
• Water, one gallon per person per day
•F
 ood, at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food
• Battery-powered radio and extra batteries
• Flashlight and extra batteries
• First aid kit
• Whistle to signal for help
• Filter mask or cotton t-shirt to filter air
•M
 oist towelettes for sanitation
•W
 rench or pliers to turn off utilities
• Manual can opener
•P
 lastic sheeting and duct tape
• Garbage bags and plastic ties
• Unique family needs, such as daily prescription medications, infant formula, important family documents

Make a plan for what you will do in an emergency. Be informed about what might happen.
Get involved in preparing your community (www.citizencorps.gov)
For a more details, visit www.ready.gov

McELHARES SERVICE CENTER
Since 1956

215-257-2726
93 S. Main St.

Auto Repair
Service

(Main & Park Ave.)

Mastercraft Tires

Sellersville, PA 18960

Hunter Four Wheel Alignment • Inspections
New Emissions • General Repairs
Brakes • Mastercraft Tires & Most Major Brands

14

East Rockhill Township Contact Information
1622 N. Ridge Road, Perkasie, PA 18944
Telephone: 215-257-9156 • Fax: 215-257-1299
www.eastrockhilltownship.org

OFFICE HOURS & PHONE NUMBERS (Unless Otherwise Noted)
Administrative Office: Monday through
Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, unless posted
otherwise, 215-257-9156
Road and Public Services: Monday through
Friday from 7:00 am to 3:00 pm, 215-257-9156
Board of Supervisers:
David R. Nyman, Chair
Gary W. Volovnik, Vice-Chair
Jim C. Nietupski, Member
Administrative Staff:
Township Manager & Zoning Officer
Marianne K. Morano
manager@eastrockhilltownship.org
Administrative Assistant
Gina Wooler
staff@eastrockhilltownship.org
Public Works
Jeff Scholl, Director
works@eastrockhilltownship.org
Paul Behr, Mechanic
Kirby Richards, Laborer
Latrell Belfield, Laborer
Pennridge Regional Police Department:
200 Ridge Road
Sellersville, PA 18960
Non Emergency Telephone: 215-257-5104
Emergency Telephone: 911

Police Emergency: 24 Hours – 911
Police Non-Emergency: 215-257-5104
Fire Emergency: 911
Tax Collector: 215-453-8866

Tax Collector: Kathleen Percetti;
Mailing address:
P.O. Box 68, Perkasie, PA 18944
Telephone: 215-453-8866
Office Address: 2037 Hill Road,
Sellersville, PA 18960
Meetings:
The Board of Supervisors: Regular Meetings are the
4th Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.
Planning Commission: Work Sessions are the 1st
Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. and Regular
Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00
p.m., as needed.
Zoning Hearing Board:
meetings are scheduled as needed
UCC Joint Appeal Board:
Second Wednesday of month as needed at 7 p.m.
Recreation Committee:
2nd Tuesday of Feb, May, Aug, Nov
7 p.m., as needed
Police Commission:
4th Wednesday of every month at
7 p.m., at 200 Ridge Road

THIS YEAR, THE GENERAL ELECTION IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
East Rockhill Township is divided into two voting districts, but there is only one polling place:
Christ Community Bible Church • 1830 North Ridge Road • Perkasie, PA 18944
New voters must show identification the first time they vote in a new district. For more information call
the judge of elections for your district:
Deborah Samsel, District 1
215-257-3562

Anne Fenley, District 2
215-257-3478

Visit our website for a map of the voting districts.

STEPHEN REDDING
Arborist
www.happytreeltd.com
FULLY INSURED • REASONABLE RATES

215-257-7650
126 Reller Road • Green Lane, PA 18054
Tree Service, Landscaping, Plant Health Care

Quality work and integrity in our business
dealings are the hallmarks of Happy Tree.
OP
 rofessional arborist services for all large trees including
pruning, shaping, deadwood removal, cabling, bracing, cavity work,
storm damage repair, hazard evaluation, and tree removal.
O C
 omplete landscaping services from design through
installation and maintenance. Design services from our own
in-house Registered Landscape Architect. We grow our own trees and
shrubs to ensure top quality, hardy installations.
OC
 utting-edge plant health care treatments, including
nutritional support, feeding, pest control, and treatment of disease.

“SATISFACTION THAT GROWS!”

CATTAIL LTD.
• LANDSCAPE
• HARDSCAPE
• GENERAL

• FULL SERVICE
• FREE ESTIMATES
• FULLY INSURED

Bill Blazer
Phone/Fax: 215-453-7200 • Cell: 215-669-8529
Email: cattailltd@hotmail.com
www.cattailltd.com
PA CONTRACTOR - PA #018928

CLASSIC
EXTERIORS

inc

Bill Blazer
• New & Remodeled
• Personal Service
• Competitive Prices
• Fully Insured

Phone/Fax: 215-453-7200 • Cell: 215-669-8529
Email: classicexteriors@hotmail.com
www.classicexteriorsinc.com
PA CONTRACTOR - PA #016450

Your Local Hometown Door Professional

751 Harleysville Pike, Telford, PA 18969
www.KJDOORS.com
215.723.5800
RESIDENTIAL • ENTRY DOORS • COMMERCIAL

• Residential & Commercial
(Sales & Service)

• Garage Doors & Openers

• Entry & Patio Doors
• Broken Springs Replaced

East Rockhill Township
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Thank You To The Businesses
This publication is made available through the generous advertising sponsorship of the businesses listed throughout our newsletter.
We wish to encourage your patronage of these establishments; they play a substantial role in the economic vitality of our community.

This Community Newsletter is produced for the
East Rockhill Township by Hometown Press
215.257.1500 • All rights reserved®
To Place An Ad Call Denise At Hometown Press • 610-346-6126 • DeniseOfHTP@yahoo.com
Content provided by chroma creative group • 267-772-0740

215-257-9313

Certified water treatment specialist
30 years experience
Three Generations serving you

Water Softeners
pH Correction

Bacterial Control
Iron Reduction

Reverse Osmosis
Well Pumps

Well Tanks
Water Heaters

$5 off service call with this ad - with payment at time of service

CONTEMPORARY GARDEN SUPPLY
Full Installation of Landscaping, Hardscaping & Ponds
Complete Garden Supply Store
Bulk & Bagged Mulch • Trees & Shrubs
Annuals & Perennials • Tools
Lawn Care • and much more...

401 EAST CALLOWHILL STREET • PERKASIE • 215-453-0900

www.contemporarygardenspa.com

PA#033372

